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SP 488 - Open Topics:  
Early Modern Peninsular Literature 

 

Professor:  Dr. Xabier Granja, 232 B. B. Comer Hall, xgranja@ua.edu, (205) 348-7649 
Office Hours:   TR  1pm to 2pm or by appointment 
Class:    T/TR BB Comer Hall, 248 2pm – 3.15 pm  (001) 

Prerequisites: SP353, SP356 and two of the following: SP371, SP372, SP375, SP376, or SP 377. 

Required texts:  

*Castiglione, Baldassare. El Cortesano. Trad. Juan Boscán. 
*Cervantes, Miguel de. Novelas Ejemplares I and Novelas Ejemplares II. 
*Leon Fray Luís de. La perfecta casada. 
*Zayas, María de. Novelas Amorosas and Desengaños Amorosos. 

Course description:   

SP 488 is an undergraduate seminar designed for majors and minors with the main objective of 
exploring early modern Spanish identities through their literary representations. After considerable 
urbanizing advances in the 16th century, aristocracy took a leading role in guiding the already 
stratified Spanish society, making courts populated by noble Spaniards an intersection of social, 
political and cultural debates. This interdisciplinary course examines those significant trends, paying 
special attention to the coetaneous interpretations of the requisites and implications for being a 
gendered social subject. We will discuss representative authors of the time and analyze how they 
elaborate an intricate social construct of heteronormative early modern identities.  

Student Learning Outcomes:   

Understand the main 16 and 17th century gender identities established by Spanish patriarchy 
Contextualize literary works in the cultural bases originated from international discourses 
Research theoretical and critical works to create analytical frameworks 
Syncretize early modern beliefs and social practices to discern their inherent contradictions 

Grading Policy: 

Attendance   (10%)  >97.0%:  A+ 73.0 – 76.9%:  C  
Presentation   (10%)  93.0 – 96.9%:  A 70.0 – 72.9%:  C- 
3 Response papers   (30%)  90.0 – 92.9%:  A- 67.0 – 69.9%: D+ 
2 Mid-term exams   (30%)  87.0 – 89.9%:  B+ 63.0 – 66.9%:  D 
Final essay    (20%)  83.0 – 86.9%: B 60.0 – 62.9%:  D- 

      80.0 – 82.9%:  B- 0.0 – 59.9%: F 
      77.0 – 79.9%:  C+ 

Disability Statement: If you are registered with the Office of Disability Services (ODS), please make an appointment during 
office hours as soon as possible to discuss any course accommodations that may be necessary. If you have a disability, but have 
not contacted ODS, please call 348-4285 or visit 133-B Martha Parham Hall East to register for services. Students with 
disabilities must be registered with ODS before receiving academic adjustments.  
Ethics Statement: The University of Alabama is committed to an ethical, inclusive community defined by respect and civility. 
The UAct website (www.ua.edu/uact) provides a list of reporting channels that can be used to report incidences of illegal 
discrimination, harassment, sexual assault, sexual violence, retaliation, threat assessment or fraud.   

http://xgranja.people.ua.edu/
mailto:xgranja@ua.edu
https://smile.amazon.com/cortesano-Courtier-Libro-Bolsillo-Literatura/dp/8420649066/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1506975446&sr=8-1&keywords=boscan+cortesano
https://smile.amazon.com/Novelas-Ejemplares-I-Cervantes/dp/8437602211/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1506975242&sr=8-1&keywords=novelas+ejemplares
https://smile.amazon.com/Novelas-Ejemplares-Spanish-Cervantes-Saavedra/dp/843760222X/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&qid=1506975242&sr=8-3&keywords=novelas+ejemplares
https://smile.amazon.com/perfecta-casada-Spanish-Fray-Luis/dp/1548519774/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1506975612&sr=8-1&keywords=leon+perfecta+casada
https://smile.amazon.com/Novelas-Amorosas-Ejemplares-Maria-Sotomayor/dp/8437618258/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1506975251&sr=8-2&keywords=novelas+amorosas
https://smile.amazon.com/Desenganos-Amorosos-Zayas/dp/8437604354/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1506975259&sr=8-1&keywords=desenganos+amorosas
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Exams and Assignments: 

Attendance is compulsory. There is a daily 2p grade: arriving late, leaving early, not being prepared 
for class or not participating actively in Spanish implies losing 1p. 3 absences are accepted with no 
effect to the final grade due to sickness, funeral, family, religion, legal obligations or official UA 
events. A 4th absence implies losing points for that day. Each subsequent absence implies losing 
10p of the final grade: 5 (-10), 6 (-20), 7 (-30), 8 (-40 = fail) – their impact will not be reflected on 
BB, but there will be a Grade Center column for absences so you can calculate it yourself. 

1 presentation, ~10 minutes long on the article assigned for that day. Using a slideshow, students 
must 1) identify the thesis and show whether the argument develops it properly and 2) indicate the 
article’s strongest and weakest points, defending this evaluation. Students may receive up to 5 
extra points if they thoroughly & successfully relate the article to that day’s literary reading. 

- A scholarly presentation showcases your work to other professionals. In a well thought out 
slideshow, slides are as important as your discourse. What’s on screen gives a lasting impression 
of your professionalism. However, YOU are the main show, not the slideshow. %90 of the focus 
should be on your voice. The slideshow is only visual aid to help your audience follow you.  

- Do not overload slides with text. Visual flair and animations usually distract from your content 
instead of helping. Ensure text is legible for a room 
and devoid of typos. Color can be useful to organize 
visually depending on your content. Whatever your 
design choice, use design cues sparingly: abusing it 
and it will lose meaning. Following these steps will 
facilitate a high-quality presentation. 

3 Response papers, 2 pages, that critically analyze one of the course readings assigned up to the 
day of submission, using sources internal (or, optionally, external) to the course. 

2 exams, focused on course readings. It will consist of several questions requiring short answers (1 
paragraph), long ones (with critical arguments) and passage identification. 

1 Final essay, 8-10 pages, that analyzes social, political and 
literary issues in the early modern texts worked on during the 
course. It may be an expansion of one of the response papers.  
It must include at least 2 references external to the course. 

- Topic: Do not write a summary of the readings. Focus on 
specific elements to research and present a critical analysis 
that is supported by theory from articles. 

- Format: Word document, 12p font, double space. Each 
page missing may be penalized with a full letter grade (a 
few lines on a page ≠ one written page). Submissions of 
less than half the required length will receive an automatic 
zero. Include your name and class number on the top left 
area of the 1st page. Number pages with your last name 
and page #. Graded essays will show my comments superimposed. 

- References: MLA style – Citations: “text” (LastName Page#). Books: LastName, FirstName. 
BookTitle. Publica�onPlace: Publisher, Date. Articles: LastName, FirstName. “Ar�cleTitle”. 
Journal, Volume # (Date), Page(s). Websites: LastName, FirstName. “PostTitle”. Website, 
DateAccessed. Keep references in the source language if the audience can understand it. 
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In general, there is no extra-credit or make-ups. Phones are forbidden during class. Late work may 
be submitted by email up to 24h later with a 50p penalty. Thereafter the grade will be a non-
negotiable ZERO. 

Policy on Academic Misconduct: All students in attendance at the University of Alabama are expected to be honorable and to 
observe standards of conduct appropriate to a community of scholars. The University expects from its students a higher 
standard of conduct than the minimum required to avoid discipline. Each student is expected to read the Academic Honor 
Pledge. Academic misconduct includes all acts of dishonesty in any academically related matter and any knowing or intentional 
help or attempt to help, or conspiracy to help, another student commit an act of academic dishonesty. The Academic 
Misconduct Disciplinary Policy will be followed in the event of academic misconduct. 

Written assignments must be original and completed by the student, without assistance. The use of electronic translator 
programs or services is strictly limited to their use as dictionaries to consult individual words or expressions. These restrictions 
may only be waived at the discretion of the teaching faculty for specific course assignments. Any evidence of non-sanctioned 
partially or fully translated material, including but not limited to whole sentences, paragraphs or longer sections is considered a 
violation of the Policy on Academic Misconduct, specifically as it relates to cheating; and may be subject to disciplinary action.  

UAct: The University of Alabama is committed to an ethical, inclusive community defined by respect and civility.  The UAct 
website provides extensive information on how to report or obtain assistance with a variety of issues, including issues related 
to dating violence, domestic violence, stalking, sexual assault, sexual violence or other Title IX violations, illegal discrimination, 
harassment, child abuse or neglect, hazing, threat assessment, retaliation, and ethical violations or fraud. 

 

STAYING IN THIS COURSE IMPLIES THE STUDENT’S ACCEPTANCE OF THESE RULES 
  

http://ahc.ua.edu/codes--policies.html
http://ahc.ua.edu/codes--policies.html
http://provost.ua.edu/uploads/3/9/7/6/39760652/academicmisconductpolicy.pdf
http://provost.ua.edu/uploads/3/9/7/6/39760652/academicmisconductpolicy.pdf
http://www.ua.edu/uact
http://www.ua.edu/uact
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Outline of Topics – Course Schedule 
WEEK 1 

T   
R Introduction. Libraries presentation by Megan Bennett. Cixous’ “Laugh of the Medusa” handout. 

WEEK 2 
T  Butler, Judith. “Subjects of Sex/Gender/Desire” 
R Bourdieu, Pierre. “A magnified image” 

WEEK 3 
T  (1528) Castiglione. El cortesano. Book 1 caps. 2-9.  Burke presentation: 
R (1528) Castiglione. El cortesano. Book 3 caps. 1-3.  Stauffer presentation: 

WEEK 4 
T (1539) Guevara: Menosprecio de corte... Caps. 1-9. 
R (1539) Guevara: Menosprecio de corte... Caps. 10-20.  

WEEK 5 
T  (1584) León: Perfecta casada. Caps 1-9.   Weisner presentation: 
R (1584) León: Perfecta casada. Caps 10-20.   Response paper 1: social critiques 
WEEK 6 – NO CLASS 
T Exam 1: Boscán, Guevara and León   Take-home exam 
R (1612) Cervantes: Nov. Ejemp. I: La gitanilla  Blackboard comments thread 

WEEK 7  
T (1612) Cervantes: Nov. Ejemp. I: El amante liberal   Vollendorf I presentation:  
R (1612) Cervantes: Nov. Ejemp. I: La española inglesa 

WEEK 8 
T  (1612) Cervantes: Nov. Ejemp. II: La fuerza de la sangre Cruz presentation: McKenna S. 
R (1612) Cervantes: Nov. Ejemp. II: El celoso extremeño Response paper 2: literary adaptations 

WEEK 9 
T  (1612) Cervantes: Nov. Ejemp. II: Las dos doncellas  Bradbury presentation: Caleb P. 
R (1630) Claramonte: La estrella de Sevilla. Acto 1.  Dyer presentation: Emily F. 

WEEK 10 SPRING BREAK  
WEEK 11 

T  (1630) Claramonte: La estrella de Sevilla. Acto 2.     
R (1630) Claramonte: La estrella de Sevilla. Acto 3.   

WEEK 12  
T  (1637) Zayas: Novelas amorosas: La burlada Aminta Gamboa presentation: Jason U. 
R (1637) Zayas: Novelas amorosas: La fuerza del amor Response paper 3: literary critiques 
WEEK 13 
T  (1637) Zayas: Novelas amorosas: El juez de su causa Exam review 
R Exam 2: Cervantes I y II, Claramonte and Zayas  

WEEK 14  
T  (1639) Padilla: Lágrimas... Fuentes 6 y 7.   Hernandez presentation: Sam G.  
R (1639) Padilla: Lágrimas... Fuente 9 

WEEK 15 
T  (1649) Zayas: Desen. Amor.: La más infame venganza Vollendorf II presentation: 
R (1649) Zayas: Desengaños Amorosos: La inocencia castigada 

WEEK 16 
T  (1649) Zayas: Desengaños Amorosos: Mal presagio casar lejos 
R Office hours (no class) 
 

Final Essay due by May 2nd 2018. End of course. 
Note: ,  and  = available online 

https://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/001056465
https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1017/s0022381608080973
https://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/002440252
https://www.jstor.org/stable/3727393
https://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/100748556
https://www.jstor.org/stable/20061417
https://www.jstor.org/stable/345393
https://www.jstor.org/stable/3247187
https://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/008956687
https://www.jstor.org/stable/20062968
https://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/009300169
https://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/100323395

